BALTIC SCHOOL DISTRICT 49-1

COURSE SYLLABUS
[8th Agriculture] 51010
[Grades 8]

I. Philosophy:
Students will be expected to participate in and complete all course goals, objectives and projects.  All students must be able to demonstrate the principles of agriculture and competencies involved at a minimum of 70% rate. Students will have a single retake available to reach this proficiency. While working in the classroom or shop, students will be graded on participation in-class activities, assignment completion, assignment performance, safety, and attitude.  

Textbook activities will be reinforced with the practical application of learned skills in our building projects and shop activities.  This class may also include guest speakers, student development activities, field trips and oral presentations by students.

II. Course/Grade Description

This course will introduce students to measurements need in the Ag shop and other aspects of life.  Students will take safety tests on the various shop tools that will be used in the construction of a wood shop project. 


This course will also allow students the opportunity to participate through membership in the National FFA Organization, and to gain valuable experience through the Supervised Agricultural Experience program.  This can also be accomplished through a Directed Lab Activities, with research and additional hours worked on projects.

III. Sequence/Organization of Standards

A. Students will learn to add, subtract, area, volume, and perimeter in standard measurements.

Performing Mechanics Calculations


B1, 3-6

B. Students will use proper and safe methods of using the tools in the shop skills with construction/fabrication hand tools.



P2.1   Utilize tools in the workplace to demonstrate safe use and proper 

P2.2   Examine structural material to determine the proper and appropriate material to be used for the construction project.

C. Students will use prior knowledge to design and build a wooden shop project.
D. Students will identify modern systems of measurement, including length, volume and area
E.   Students will interpret and create technical drawings and project blueprints

P1.2 Examine blueprints and local codes to develop a logical construction plan.

P1.1 Develop simple sketches and plans.

F.   Students with create an appropriately scaled woodworking project at the completion of the term.
IV. Assessment

Grade

A
Independent Learners

Did quality work, needed help, sought and found resources independently, demonstrated knowledge and ability with a proficiency of 94% or greater.

B
Semi-Independent Learner

Did quality work with a few errors, needed feedback from teacher to realize work did not meet higher standards, and demonstrated ability with a 87% or greater proficiency.  

C
Average Dependent Learner

Needed help with research, design and planning, required significant help to produce a quality product, final product did not meet higher standards, and demonstrated ability of 77% greater proficiency.  

D
Below Average Learner

Did the minimum quality of work to pass the course. Needed a large quantity of the teacher’s guidance in order to complete tasks, final product didn’t meet higher standards, and demonstrated ability of 70% greater. 

F
Failure

Did not complete project to the minimum standards to pass the course.  Work that was completed didn’t meet the requirements of the course.  Did not exhibit work habits needed to pass the course.  Demonstrated less than 69.9% proficiency.         
CHEATING

Any behavior that is meant to deceive or falsify information to school staff, to take advantage of another persons efforts, or to use artificial means to enhance ones work, such as crib notes, cheat-sheets, etc., when those means have been prohibited by the teacher shall be considered cheating. Any student caught cheating on a test or an assignment will receive a zero for that test or assignment. Students may also be subject to further disciplinary action in addition to receiving zero credit.

V. Instructional Delivery

Instructional materials will be presented in the form of handouts, guided notes, hands on exercises, discussion, text, multimedia presentation.

VI.  Instructional Materials

Text
Muddling with Measurements 

Text
Agriculture Mechanic Fundamentals and Applications


Computers and internet


ArcView and related software
Bulldog GRIT
As part of our Bulldog GRIT initiative, you are expected to present yourself in a positive manner as a Baltic student.  This includes treating others with respect, acting in a sincere and genuine way.  It also means holding yourself accountable and acting with integrity both academically and socially.  Being in this class means we support each other and don’t dismiss students based on their levels of achievement.  You should hold yourself and others around you to a higher standard of learning.  The level of expectation is that you are here to receive an academic education, and in doing so you are willing to put forth the best effort possible to perform to the maximum of your potential in this classroom.   

